Happy Thanksgiving Laguna Niguel – we have much to be thankful for!
It has truly been an honor serving as your Mayor in my final year on City Council and as your trusted elected official over
the past eight years. Together, we have accomplished much, and I am truly thankful for the incredible residents of Laguna
Niguel who find ways to make positive contributions to our community. Just in this past year alone we have, after much
thoughtful input from community stakeholders, approved the Laguna Niguel City Center project which will break ground
Summer ’23. All age groups continued to be active lifelong learners, as middle school students participated in Junior Civic
Workshop, HOA Board Members attended the HOA Education Workshops, and every Friday high school students taught
Senior Citizens how to use their tech devices at Tech Tutors. Business owners value the newly developed Economic
Development website (LagunaNiguelBusiness.com) for the tools and resources provided free of charge. As I recall the
sounds of delight from young and old alike at this summer’s Sea Country Festival, I am thankful for all those who
supported, participated in, worked at, and thoroughly enjoyed this joyful memory maker.
I am thankful for our City staff who strive each and every day to provide the highest level of services to our residents. Our
communications team’s excellence is why so many residents have thanked me for the consistent and informative
communications during the Coastal Fire. Our community development team developed a streamlined, personalized,
concierge process for the affected homeowners, and our public works team worked in conjunction with law enforcement to
reopen the affected area as soon as safely possible.
I am proud to say that over the years we have achieved much, always offering a wide array of activities that provide this
community with meaningful opportunities to connect and engage with family, friends, and local businesses. The life of a
city is a continuum in time. I am thankful for the city leaders who have come before me, and for those who commit
themselves to developing our city’s future generation of leaders. Leaders come in many varieties. They can be scout
leaders, ministry leaders, volunteers on a city committee. They are also the neighborhood watch captains who remain
vigilant to keep their neighborhood safe and are an important piece in the culture of safety which in ingrained in the
Laguna Niguel character. The leader is also the student on the playground who invites another student to join the game. I
am thankful for ALL the leaders in our city, and their intentional actions to make Laguna Niguel the city that we are proud
to call home.
As we gather with our loved ones this Thanksgiving, let’s reflect on what this community means to us. I am thankful to
those doing their part to make our city a true gem in Orange County – especially those who spend their Thanksgiving
volunteering, serving others, or bringing food and comfort to a friend, neighbor, or someone in need. Words are inadequate
to express my gratitude to our first responders and hospital personnel who stand watch over our safety while we enjoy the
holiday. These selfless and thoughtful acts make me proud to call Laguna Niguel home.
After you have overstuffed yourself on turkey, enjoy all that Laguna Niguel has to offer: go outside and play in one of our
beautiful parks, or take a stroll through the lovely Niguel Botanical Preserve. On Black Friday and Small Business
Saturday – SHOP LOCAL!! And then after a day of shopping, reward yourself and – DINE LOCAL!!
I thank you all again for the incredible opportunity to serve as your Mayor and as your trusted elected official. It is, and
has, truly been an honor. I look forward to seeing you at the Christmas Tree Lighting where we can toast to this incredible
year with a cup of hot cocoa!
I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving!
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