In Memoriam
Robert Douglas Ming
1970 - 2022
Our City is heartbroken at the passing of former Laguna Niguel Mayor and dedicated
public servant Robert Ming, a community icon, respected civic leader and devoted
husband, father, son, and friend. Former Mayor Ming was piloting a small aircraft on
Sunday morning near Kansas City, KS. He lost his life in a single engine plane crash.
He was the only person onboard.
On behalf of the City of Laguna Niguel, I express my sincere and heartfelt
condolences to the entire Ming family. When future generations look back at our rich
history, Robert will be remembered as one of the most consequential figures to have
ever shaped the City of Laguna Niguel. He was not only a public servant, but an
exemplary leader, a remarkable philanthropist, and a kind and humble soul.
He leaves behind a remarkable legacy and may his life’s work serve as an example that
inspires others. I encourage all community members to reflect on the contributions of
former Mayor Ming, and his impact on our collective pursuit of excellence here in
Laguna Niguel.
Born and raised in Orange County, Robert grew up living, working and going to school
in Southern California. First elected to the Laguna Niguel City Council in 2006,
Robert was re-elected in 2010 and served as Mayor in 2009 and again in 2013. Robert
was the founding President of the Laguna Niguel Military Support Foundation, and
for six years served as Co-Chair of the Laguna Niguel Military Support Committee. He
was also a member of the City’s Planning Commission.
While the City of Laguna Niguel was always the highest priority for Robert, he also
had a passion for working to find solutions for county-wide problems. He was the
Founding President of the Association of California Cities-Orange County (ACC-OC),
President of the Orange County Division of the League of California Cities, Director of
the Orange County Vector Control District, and the Laguna Niguel representative on
the Board for the Toll Roads.
Robert’s life was full of philanthropic service. He served on the Board of South County
Outreach, as Chairman of the Board of Stoneybrooke Christian Schools, as a member
of the Board of Managers of the South Coast YMCA, the Saddleback Community
College Foundation, as well as on the Board of Directors of The Bonner Institute for
the Advancement of Choral Music, a California non-profit organization he helped
form. Robert was also Chairman of the Government Affairs Committee of the Laguna
Niguel Chamber of Commerce, served on its Board of Directors, and received its
Volunteer of the Year Award in 2006. Robert was also a past President of the Laguna
Niguel Lion’s Club, and recipient of the Lion of the Year Award in 2005-06. He was
also a past President of the Laguna Niguel Rotary Club and served on its Board of
Directors.
Professionally, Robert was Managing Partner at Quadrant Law Group, a law firm he
founded in 2015. In addition to Quadrant, in 2021 he started ThoughtWorld.com, an
Interactive digital world gamifying public opinion where he was the CEO. He was
previously the Managing Director and Associate General Counsel at Jefferies, an
international brokerage and investment banking firm, and General Counsel of
BeXcom Research. Robert began his esteemed legal career at the law firm of Morgan
Lewis & Bockius LLP.
Robert received his BA in Political Science from Azusa Pacific University where he
graduated as the Most Outstanding Political Science Student and was later inducted
into the Academic Hall of Fame. He then went to Pepperdine Law School, where he
graduated Valedictorian and received American Jurisprudence Awards (the highest
single grade in a class) in Corporations, Real Property, Wills & Trusts, Real Estate
Finance, Torts and Criminal Procedure.
In his free-time, Robert was a Y-Indian Guide and Indian Princess Chief, AYSO Soccer
Referee, church music director, an instrument rated pilot, and an avid runner. Robert
leaves behind his beloved wife Susie and their four children, Jonathan, Katie, Wesley
and Grant. As well as a community of friends who are grateful for, and inspired by, his
good works.
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