Almost two-thirds of all home fire deaths occur in homes with no working smoke alarms.
Protect your family by installing smoke alarms, inspecting them regularly, and practicing
home fire drills.
Install

Working smoke
alarms reduce your
risk of dying in a
home fire by 50%.

• Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, in hallways outside
bedrooms or sleeping areas, and on every level of the home.
• Install smoke alarms on the ceiling or high on a wall. Make
sure they are at least 10 feet from the stove and 3 feet from
doors leading to the kitchen to reduce false alarms.
• Keep smoke alarms away from bathrooms with tubs or 		
showers, heating or cooling ducts or vents, and ceiling 		
or whole-house fans.
• Check the back for the manufacture date and replace all 		
alarms when they are 10 years old.
• Use interconnected smoke alarms so when one sounds, they
all sound.
• It’s safest to use both ionization and photoelectric smoke 		
alarms. Ionization alarms are quicker to warn about 		
    flaming fires. Photoelectric alarms are quicker to warn about
    smoldering fires.
• Special alarms with strobe lights and bed shakers are available
for people who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Inspect
• Test all smoke alarms once a month.
• Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for cleaning to keep
smoke alarms working well.
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Protect
• Draw a home escape plan that shows two ways out of every
room and an outside meeting place.
• Teach children what the smoke alarm sounds like and what to
do if they hear it.
•  Practice home fire drills at least twice a year.
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When a carbon monoxide alarm sounds, move all people and pets outside immediately. Once
outside, call 9-1-1. Do not go back inside until the fire department has declared the area safe
and instructed you to do so.
Install

Carbon monoxide
(CO) is a deadly,
odorless,
poisonous gas that
can make a person
feel sick. In the
home, fuel-burning
devices for heating
and cooking can be
sources of carbon
monoxide.
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• Carbon monoxide alarms should be installed in all homes,
apartments, and workplaces.
• Install alarms in each sleeping area and on every level of the
home.
• In the workplace, carbon monoxide alarms should be installed
in areas where gas appliances are located, as well as areas
    with identified hazards.
• It is best to use interconnected alarms so when one sounds, all
of them sound.

Inspect
• Test carbon monoxide alarms once a month.
Prevent CO Poisoning
• Have a professional inspect your chimneys and heating 		
equipment each year.
• Don’t keep your car running inside your garage, even if your
garage doors are open.
• Gas grills, charcoal grills, and generators can produce carbon
monoxide. Use them outdoors in well-ventilated areas away
from windows, doors and vent openings.
•  Clear all debris from dryers, furnaces, stoves, and fireplace
vents.
•  Open the damper when using a fireplace for adequate
ventilation.
• Never use your oven or stove to heat your home.
• Do not cover the bottom of natural gas or propane ovens with
    aluminum foil. Doing so blocks the combustion air flow
through the appliance and can produce carbon monoxide.

(714) 573-6200
ocfa.org

May 2020

If you need help finding non-emergency services in your area, 211 Orange County is available
24 hours a day. 211 is fast, free, confidential and available in more than 150 languages. In
addition to calling 211, you can also visit their website at 211oc.org.

211 is a nonprofit
organization
that provides
information and
referrals for
thousands of
services, including
shelter, health care
and job placement.

211 Programs and Services
Specially trained 211 operators connect callers with more than 2,000
local government and nonprofit organizations. These agencies have
programs dedicated to many personal and family needs, including:
• Food
• Affordable housing
• Rent/mortgage assistance
• Domestic violence shelters
• Prenatal care
• Child development
• After school programs
• Senior services
• Healthcare and insurance
• Job training
• Transportation
• Substance abuse
• Funeral services
Calling 211 During Emergencies
211 also serves as a public information system during disasters or
local emergencies, providing information on road closures, emergency
shelters, and evacuation.
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Planning in advance helps families survive and recover from disasters. Take steps now to
protect your family and your home before the next earthquake, wildfire, pandemic, or other
disasters.

41% of Americans
say they are not
prepared for a
disaster. In 2018,
insured losses due
to natural disasters
in the U.S. totaled
$52 billion.
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Make a Family Disaster Plan
• Assign individual responsibilities and work together as a 		
team.
• Choose meeting places outside your home and outside your
neighborhood. Discuss what to do in an evacuation and plan
multiple exit routes in case of road closures.
• Visit alertoc.com, Orange County’s emergency notification
system, to register and receive information during and after
an emergency.
• Enroll in safety classes like CERT, First Aid, and CPR.
• Gather important documentation (insurance, medical 		
documents, or legal documents) and store them in a safe or
on a flash drive.
Create Emergency Supply Kits
• Your emergency supply kits should have enough necessities
to last you and your family for a minimum of three days, 		
although its recommended to be prepared for 7-10 days.
• Make sure your family kit is portable and easily accessible.
• Consider additional kits for your car and workplace.
Prepare Your Home by Identifying Home Hazards
• Bolt and brace major appliances, heavy furniture, electronics,
and any overhead fixtures.
• Use flexible connections where gas lines meet appliances.
• Identify and have the proper tools available to shut off gas,
water, and electricity, if necessary.
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A disaster supply kit should include enough food, water, and other important items to last
everyone in your household at least three days. It should also be portable in case you need
to evacuate. Be sure to consider individual and family needs, including pets, when building
your disaster supply kit.
Home Disaster Supply Kit
[ ] Water (1 gallon per person per day)
[ ] Non-perishable food and manual can opener
[ ] Battery powered radio and extra batteries
[ ] Flashlights (one per person) and extra batteries
[ ] First aid kit, including manual
It’s important
to have disaster
supply kits at your
work, in your car,
and in your home.
Ready made kits
are available for
purchase or you
can choose to build
your own.

[ ] Prescription medications
[ ] Spare eyeglasses
[ ] Whistle to signal for help
[ ]  Dust mask to filter contaminated air
[ ] Personal sanitation items (soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, etc.)
[ ] Portable shelter (tent, sheet, or blankets with duct tape)
[ ] Toilet paper and garbage bags for waste
[ ] Tool kit, including wrench to turn off utilities
[ ] Heavy gloves for clearing debris
[ ]  ABC fire extinguisher
[ ] Cooking/eating necessities, including cups, plates, utensils
and paper towels
[ ] Local maps
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[ ] Cash (small bills and change)
[ ] Copies of important family documents
[ ] Food, water and supplies for pets
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Cooking is the leading cause of home fires, fire injuries, and fire deaths in Orange County.
Follow the tips below to protect yourself and others from cooking fires.

U.S. fire
departments
respond to an
average of 173,200
home structure
fires a year caused
by cooking. That’s
approximately 470
home cooking fires
a day!
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Cooking Fire Safety Tips
• Stay in the kitchen when frying, grilling, or broiling food. If you
have to leave the kitchen, even for a second, turn off the 		
stove.
• Check food often while cooking. Use a timer to remind you
that the stove or oven is on.
•  Keep anything that can catch fire, including, oven mitts,
paper towels, paper or plastic bags, curtains, or loose 		
clothing away from the stove, oven, or other kitchen 		
appliances.
• Keep the stovetop, burners, and oven clean.
• Turn pot and pan handles towards the back of the stove.
• Have a “kid-free zone” of at least three feet from the stove.
• Always check the oven to make sure it’s empty before turning
it on.
• Use the oven for cooking only, never for storage.
•  Keep a lid or a fire extinguisher nearby when cooking.
•  Avoid cooking while tired/sleepy or under the influence of
drugs or alcohol.
In Case of Fire
•  Never pour water on a grease fire! Cover the pan with a lid
and turn off the stove.
•  If there’s a fire in the oven or microwave, keep the door closed
and turn off the appliance.
•  Leave your home immediately if a cooking fire is large or
spreading quickly.
•  Close the door behind you to slow the spread of fire and call
9-1-1 from outside the home.
•  If you choose to use a fire extinguisher, make sure the fire is
    not spreading, smoke and fire have not filled the room, and
that you have a clear escape path.

ocfa.org

May 2020

The leading cause of home dryer fires is failure to clean them. Fires can occur if there is a
build-up of lint in the dryer or the exhaust duct. Lint can block the flow of air which can cause
excessive heat build-up, resulting in fire.

Every year
firefighters across
the U.S. respond
to approximately
15,050 home fires
caused by dryers.
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Dryer Safety Tips
• Keep your dryer in good working condition. Gas dryers 		
    should be installed and inspected by a qualified professional
to make sure that the gas line and connections are intact and
    free of leaks.
•  Follow the manufacturer’s operating instructions for your
dryer.
•  Keep the dryer area clear of all combustibles.
•  Replace coiled-wire foil or plastic venting with a rigid,non    ribbed metal duct. This provides maximum air flow and
    reduces fire risk.
•  Make sure your dryer’s air exhaust vent pipe is not restricted
    and that the outdoor vent flap opens when the dryer is
operating.
Things to Remember
•  Do not use a dryer that doesn’t have a lint filter.
•  Clean the lint filter before or after drying each load of laundry.
		
Be sure to clean behind the dryer where lint can build up.
•  If laundry is still damp at the end of the drying cycle, or if
    drying requires a longer time than normal, this may be a sign
    that the lint filter or exhaust duct is blocked.
•  Don’t dry items that have come in contact with anything
         flammable such as alcohol, cooking oils, or gasoline.
    Dry these items outdoors or in a well-ventilated area away
    from heat.
•  Never overload your dryer.
•  Turn your dryer off if you leave your house or when you go to
		
bed.
•  If you plan to be away from home for a long period of time,
		
unplug or disconnect your dryer.
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VEGETATION MANAGEMENT
Home electrical fires are responsible for an estimated 80,000 fires and $1.3 billion in property
damage each year. Protect your family and your home by following these electrical safety
tips.

Inspections
by qualified
electricians reduce
fire risk and are
required by many
home insurance
policies.

Appliances
• Always plug major appliances directly into wall outlets.
• Unplug small appliances when they are not in use.
• Check electrical cords on all appliances regularly. Replace
    any cracked, damaged, or loose cords. Never try to fix
them yourself.
• Place lamps on level surfaces, away from things that can 		
burn.
• Always use bulbs that match the recommended wattage for
    each lamp or fixture.
Outlets
• Never overload wall outlets.
• Insert plugs fully into sockets.
• Install tamper-resistant electrical outlets if you have young
children.
Extension Cords, Power Strips, and Surge Protectors
•  Replace worn, old, or damaged extension cords right away.
•  Only use extension cords for a short period of time.
• Do not run electrical cords across doorways or under carpets.
• Do not overload power strips.
• Use surge protectors, not power strips, with electrical 		
devices that require a lot of electricity to operate.
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Electrical Fire Warning Signs
• Frequent problems with blowing fuses or tripping circuit 		
breakers
• A tingling feeling when you touch an electrical appliance
• Discolored or warm wall outlets
• A burning or rubbery odor coming from an appliance
• Flickering lights
• Sparks from an outlet
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Extreme clutter creates serious health risks, increases fire danger, and impacts quality of life.
Help is available if you or someone you know has ongoing difficulty getting rid of possessions
that are no longer useful.

Hoarding affects
up to 6% of
the population,
including 19 million
Americans.
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Hoarding Fire Risk
•  Cooking is unsafe in a cluttered kitchen if flammable items are
too close to the stove or oven.
•  Heaters are often too close to furniture, boxes, stacks of
    paper, or other items that can burn.
• Electrical wires often fray under the weight of stacks or piles.
•  Open flames from smoking materials or candles can easily
    come into contact with excess clutter.
•  Cramped living quarters result in narrow pathways and
    blocked exits.
•  During a fire, stacks of belongings can easily fall over and
    entrap residents or firefighters.
•  The weight of stored items, especially if water is added to put
    out a fire, can lead to a building collapse.
•  Excess clutter can make searching for, rescuing, or providing
    medical care to residents difficult or even impossible in a
    hoarding home.
You Can Help
• Never ignore potential hoarding situations. Early intervention
    might save someone’s life.
• When addressing hoarding, focus on risk prevention rather
    than clutter. Appeal to the resident’s sense of safety and the
    well-being of family members, pets, neighbors, and first
    responders. Be caring and empathetic, not judgmental.
•  Encourage the resident to start with small steps, such as
    installing smoke and carbon monoxide alarms, clearing exit
    paths from each room, and creating a home escape plan.
•  Discuss possible solutions and local resources, including the
    Orange County Task Force on Hoarding by visiting
ochoardingtaskforce.org.
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For many residents, the high cost of home heating has increased the use of portable space
heaters, fireplaces, and wood burning stoves. Unfortunately, using these devices can also
increase the risk of home fires and carbon monoxide poisoning.

Space heaters
cause 85% of all
home heating fire
deaths.
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Home Heating Safety Tips
• Keep anything that can burn at least three feet from all heat
sources.
• Hire a professional to clean, inspect, and service your home’s
    heating equipment, fireplace, and chimney annually.
• Purchase space heaters that have an automatic shut off.
• Always plug space heaters directly into wall outlets and 		
unplug them when they are not in use.
• Keep space heaters away from children and pets.
• Turn space heaters off before leaving the room or going to
sleep.
•  Keep a glass or metal screen in front of the fireplace to
prevent sparks and embers from escaping.
Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
• Carbon monoxide is a colorless and odorless gas that can
be deadly. Know the symptoms of carbon monoxide 		
poisoning – headache, nausea, vomiting, dizziness, 		
weakness, sleepiness, and confusion. If you suspect carbon
monoxide poisoning, get outside to fresh air and call 9-1-1.
• Install carbon monoxide alarms outside each sleeping area
and on every level of the home.
• Never use a gas range or oven for heating.
• Carefully follow the manufacturer’s installation and 			
maintenance instructions if a wood stove is used to heat the
home.
•  Open the fireplace damper before lighting a fire and keep it
open until the ashes are cool.
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Household hazardous waste includes products that are corrosive or toxic and can catch fire,
react, or explode under certain circumstances. These products require special care to prevent
fire, injury, or pollution of the environment.

Household
hazardous waste
includes cleaning
products, aerosol
cans, pesticides,
batteries, paint,
lighter fluid, and
gasoline.
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Use and Storage
•  Keep flammable liquids away from heat sources and open
    flames, such as hot water heaters and fireplaces.
•  Don’t smoke while using any type of flammable product,
    including nail polish, polish remover, alcohol-based hair
    products, and similar cosmetic items.
•  Follow instructions on the labels of all flammable liquids and
    other hazardous products carefully to prevent accidents or
    injuries at home.
•  Keep hazardous products in their original containers, and
    never remove labels or instructions.
•  Never mix hazardous products. They might react, ignite, or
    explode when combined.
•  Never leave household hazardous products or waste within
    reach of children or pets.
•  Go green! Look for environmentally friendly products or search
    online for simple recipes using natural ingredients.
Disposal
•  Never dispose of household hazardous waste in your regular
    trash. Once in landfills, these products can potentially
    contaminate our source of drinking water.
•  Never dump household hazardous waste on the ground,
    down storm drains, or into toilets, drains, or sinks. It can seep
    into groundwater and waterways, contaminating lakes, the
    ocean, and local beaches.
•  Orange County residents can dispose of household hazardous
    waste items for FREE at any Orange County House Hazardous
    Waste Collection Center.
º  Irvine: 6411 Oak Canyon
º  San Juan Capistrano: 32250 Avenida La Pata
º  Anaheim: 1071 N. Blue Gum Street
º  Huntington Beach: 17121 Nichols Street
• For more information, visit oclandfills.com
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A BBQ that is too close to items that can burn is a fire hazard. Here are a few tips to help you
stay safe and avoid a grilling fire.

If you smell gas
while cooking,
immediately get
away from the grill
and call the fire
department. Do
not move the grill.

Grilling Safety Tips
• Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should be used outdoors
only.
• Grills should be placed a safe distance from the home, 		
deck railings, tables, overhanging branches, and areas where
people gather.
• Keep children and pets at least three feet away from the grill
area.
• Keep your grill clean by removing grease or fat buildup from
the grates and in the trays below the grill.
• Never leave a heated grill, lighter, or matches unattended.
Charcoal Grills
•  If you use starter fluid, use only charcoal starter fluid. Never
    add charcoal fluid or any other flammable liquids to the fire
while cooking.
•  When you are finished grilling, let the coals completely cool
(for about 48 hours) before disposing in a metal container.
Propane Grills
• Check the gas tank hose for leaks before grilling.
• If your grill has a gas leak, get the grill serviced by a 		
professional before using it again. If a leak occurs while 		
    grilling, call the fire department.
•  If the flame goes out, turn the grill and gas off and wait at
least 5 minutes before re-lighting it.
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ON AVERAGE, THERE ARE 10,200 GRILLING FIRES PER YEAR
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89%

started by gas grills

57%

occur May-Aug

160

injuries per year

$123 MILLION
property damage
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